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Jan 15 to Jan. 21

Alarms 22
Noise complaints  2 
911 Calls (includes hang-ups)   1 
Traffic stops 28
Suspicious Circumstances   2 
Suspicious Subjects   7
Suspicious Vehicles   5
Abandoned vehicle
 60 block Brookwood Dr. (2)
Disturbance
 Donald/Hall Drives
DUI
 Moraga Way/Ivy Dr. 
Drunk in Public
 Nations    
Harass
 100 block Bates Blvd.
 10 block Dos Posos  
Hit & Run
 Camino Pablo/Hwy 24 
Litter
 Camino Sobrante/Orinda Way
Missing Adult
 10 block Park Lane Dr.
 Bear Ridge Rd./Tappan Ln.
Ordinance Violation
 Underhill Rd./Camino Encinas 
Police/Fire/ EMS
 Orinda Theater 
Reckless Driving
 Rheem Blvd/Glorietta Blvd. (2) 
Theft, ID
 20 block Sleepy Hollow Ln. (2) 
 100 block Meadow View Rd.
Theft, Petty
 Safeway 
Trespass
 Theatre Square

Orinda
Public Meetings
City Council 
Tuesday, Feb. 21, 7 p.m. 
Library Auditorium, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way, Orinda, CA 94563

Planning Commission
TBA
Room#7 ofthe Community Center,
28 OrindaWay

Citizens’ Infrastructure 
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2017, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
City Hall, 22 Orinda Way, Orinda

School Board Meetings
Orinda Unified School District 
Monday, Feb. 13, 6 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
8 Altarinda Rd., Orinda
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
Check online for agendas, meeting 
notes and announcements
City of Orinda: 
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association: 
www.orindaassociation.org

Long delays for emergency vehicles up the pressure 
for speedy sinkhole repair on Miner Road
By Sora O’Doherty

Orinda raced to get sinkhole 
repairs underway as the 

unusual closure of Miner Road 
is adding 20 minutes to the re-
sponse time for emergency vehi-
cles, including to Sleepy Hollow 
Elementary School.
 City staff has been putting 
in long hours, including nights 
and weekends working with po-
tential contractors and govern-
ment agencies to move forward. 
One hurdle the city had to clear 
was convincing the California 
Regional Water Quality Control 
Board that their alternate pro-
posal was unworkable and would 
have added over $400,000 and 
months of delay.
 At a special meeting on Jan. 
31, the city council authorized 
City Manager Janet Keeter to 
enter into a construction con-
tract with Bay Cities, adding a 
20 percent contingency budget. 
Bay Cities came in with the low-
est bid at $1,471,717, and nearly 
the earliest completion date of 
March 2. Since the city was able 
to resolve differences with the 

RWQCB and pull an emergency 
permit to begin the work, Bay 
Cities plans to work two 10-12 
hour shifts daily during the peak 
period of work, weather permit-
ting.
 Orinda considered five pro-
posals before accepting Bay Cit-
ies’ bid. The proposals ranged 
from similar in time and cost to 
nearly double the cost and up to 
100 working days. Orinda has 
previously had a good experi-
ence working with Bay Cities 
on the North Lane Storm Water 
Mitigation Project in 2015, ac-
cording to council member Amy 
Worth.
 The council had words of 
high praise for the efforts of the 
city staff, including Keeter, City 
Attorney Osa Wolff and especial-
ly Public Works Director Larry 
Theis, who was accepting pro-
posals and vetting them over the 
weekend after the sinkhole ap-
peared while working around the 
clock trying to smooth permit-
ting issues. State Senator Steve 
Glazer, Congressman Mark De-

Saulnier and Assembly member 
Catharine Baker interceded on 
the city’s behalf, and the council 
expressed its appreciation.
 Having investigated several 
construction options, the city se-
lected an elliptical 10-foot wide 
corrugated 12-gauge metal pipe 
for the culvert, which is flattened 
somewhat to allow for sewage 
pipes to pass over it, but provides 
the same flow-through as a 9-foot 
round diameter pipe, estimated 
to be sufficient for a 100-year 
storm. Sewer work is estimated 
to require $21,000. The RWQCB 
had advocated for a bigger cul-
vert of the same width as the 
current 14-foot-wide channel 
banks, but the city opposed this 
plan, which might have required 
further geotechnical studies, ex-
pensive pile footings, and per-
haps a completely different pipe 
material. This would have caused 
extensive delays in an emergency 
situation. To address RWCQB’s 
concerns, the city agreed to re-
duce the limits of rock slope pro-
tection, to bury the rock under 

channel substrate, and provide 
riparian plantings along the bank. 
 The council also discussed 
the question of reimbursement 
for the sinkhole repair. Theis ex-
plained that the Federal Highway 
Administration can reimburse 
100 percent of repairs consid-
ered emergency opening (EO) 
but usually only reimburses per-
manent restoration (PR) at a rate 
of 88.5 percent, leaving 11.4 
percent of the cost to the local 
authority. Also, improvements, 
known as “betterments” are gen-
erally not reimbursable. 
 However, Orinda believes 
that its unique situation should 
qualify its repairs as EO rather 
than PR because doing a tempo-
rary fix has been determined to 
provide no benefit but great ad-
ditional costs. Theis explained to 
the FHWA and the California De-
partment of Transportation that a 
permanent repair is necessary 
now owing to existing site con-
straints and the lack of any cost 
effective temporary repair op-
tions to reestablish two lanes of 
traffic. Also, the city believes that 
widening the pipe in the culvert 
should not be considered a bet-
terment because it is a necessary 
safety feature.
 Also discussed were traffic 
calming measures to be put in 
place quickly, such as lane delin-
eators, and the need for cars to re-
frain from passing school busses 
stopped with flashing lights. The 
city is working with the Orinda 
Country Club and with neigh-
bors affected by the sinkhole on 
aesthetic considerations, and is 
also making riparian habitat and 
plantings a priority. Theis prom-
ised property owners that the city 
will bring back different options 
for architectural treatments to the 
concrete headwalls to maintain 
the current aesthetics and will 
obtain both parties agreement to 
the type of treatment before in-
stallation.
 ... continued on page A9
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Lamorinda is Sizzling HOT! 
Buyers want to Buy Now! 

If  you are planning on selling, call for your complete market analysis 
and get your home on the market Now and Sold!

Direct: (925) 389-6161   Maureen@MaureenWilbur.com    
www.MaureenWilbur.com   CalBRE #01268536

HARDWOODS

CARPETS

RUGS

LINOLEUM

TILE

LAMINATE

FAMILY -OWNED

30 YEARS !

PAVERS
Custom Paver Design

& the Highest Quality Installation

• Pool Decks • Driveways • Patios • Walkways • Retaining Walls • Synthetic Turf

FREE
DEMOLITION
& Removal

OF YOUR CONCRETE*

*Cannot be combined with other offers. Only 
applies to the installed area with 400 sq.ft. minimum.

Bridging the journey from 
Lamorinda to Rossmoor

Rossmoor senior real estate specialist and 
Lamorinda resident for 20+ years!

Call today for a personalized tour of 
Rossmoor and a Market Analysis of your  home.

Maria Eberle
Realtor
Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices
1830 Tice Valley Blvd., 
Walnut Creek
(925) 478-7190
maria@mariaeberle.com
www.mariaeberle.com
CalBRE# 01798906

Sinkhole reveals broken culvert that requires a new large diameter pipe to contain major EBMUD water main, 
PG&E gas pipes, and Contra Costa County Sanitary District sewer pipes.                 Photo Gint Federas




